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MARKHAM BAPTIST CHURCH 
CONGREGATIONAL BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 

 
 
Meeting Date  Monday November 22, 2021 at    7.30 pm held via zoom 
 
Confirmation  
Quorum   31 Members 32 % of active membership QUORUM PRESENT 5 Adherents 
 
Moderator/Scribe     Pat McGee    / Marion Waldron 
 
Welcome   Pat opened the meeting with comments – see Appendix A  
  
Opening Prayer  Pat McGee opened in prayer. 
 
1. Agenda See Appendix B  
 
MOTION  To accept the agenda for the congregational meeting of November 22, 2021 
     
   Moved by:      Ruth Currie                        Seconded by: Val Milligan 
 
   MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
2. The Nominations Committee 
     Presented by Pat McGee 
 

The following resignation and appointment were noted, 
 
Glen Houghton as the Chair of Nominating Committee submitted his resignation on August 
16, 2021. 

The Board of Directors as per MBC General Operating By-Law No 2 Section 4.08 (d) 
appointed Sheila Stevens as Director/Chair of Nominating from November 1, 2021 to June 
30, 2022. 

 
MOTION That Sheila Stevens be elected Director/Chair of Nominating to finish the term of 

Glen Houghton November 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022 as per MBC General Operating 
By-Law No 2 Section 3.03 (a). 

 
Moved by:  Heidi Riley                       Seconded by: Lois Fagan 

    
   

MOTION CARRIED 
3. Approval of Minutes (details as per MBC website) 



Congregational Business Minutes – November 22, 2021 
 
 

2

 
 
MOTION To accept the minutes of the congregational meeting of June 13, 2021  
    

Moved by: John Riley                      Seconded by: Alexandra Vega 
 
   MOTION CARRIED 
 
MOTION To accept the minutes of the congregational meeting of August 15, 2021 
    

Moved by:  Heidi Riley                           Seconded by: Tony Serio 
 
   MOTION CARRIED 
 
4. Church Clerk Report 

 
       - no report 

 
 
5. Reports to Congregation – Theme: Looking Forward to 2022 / Plans for the Future 
 
  The Edge Group 
     Presented by Christina Kerr-The - see Appendix C  
 
 Misson’s Committee 
     Presented by Sam Fronte   - see Appendix D  
 
 The Deacon’s 
     Presented by Barb Lake - see Appendix E  
 
 The Management Team 
     Presented by John Riley - see Appendix F 
 
 John reported that two Air Scrubbers have been added to the furnaces to 
 Improve the air quality in the building. 
 
 Fogging will continue as well.  

 
 
  Christian Education    
     - no report 
 
Adult Sunday School 
Presented by Lois, Chris and Enoch - see Appendix G 
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Children’s Sunday School 
Presented by Kimberley Rowe 
 

- need more children and more help 
- only 1 class with ages from 4 to 11 
- important that the children learn and hard to teach to such an age spread  
- children are excited to be back in the Church 
- there has not been any memorizing scripture while on Zoom – hope to get back to this 

 and be able to present to the Church again 
- Kimberley very grateful for Ruth Currie’s presence as Hall Monitor as there needs to be two adults 

present at all times 
 
Bible Study Groups 
Presented by Jean Braithwaite - see Appendix H 
 
Tuesday Night Bible Study 
 
Kevin commented that this group just started back this week in house with masking and social distancing. 
 
Pizza Lunch 
Presented by Liz Wright 
 
Pizza Lunch is hopeful to start up again in the new year. 
All but 2 volunteers are returning. 
2nd cashier is required. 
Looking forward but nervous. 
 
Plan to Protect 
Presented by Niran & Funke Oyedemi 
 
Niran & Funke are the Administrators, Ruth Currie the Record Keeper and 
Kimberly Rowe and Laura McCurdy are the Trainers. 
 
19 people participated in the full course on November 7th, 2021 
 
All volunteers need to take the course at least once a year.  A yearly refresher will be shorter. 
 
Re Opening 
Presented by Chris Norman 
 
The province has tabled January 17th, 2022, to allow places of worship who do not require proof of 
vaccination to extend their capacity limits.  
At present the guideline is masking and two-meter distancing.  Only 25 for eating. 
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6. Looking Forward to 2022 
 
Indigenous Learning Opportunities 
Presented by Kaitlyn McDonald - see Appendix I 
 
Reaching out to the Markham Community 
Presented by Pat McGee - see Appendix J 
                                                                       
 
7. Financial Update    
Presented by Marion Waldron  
 
As of the end of October we were in a good position with only a deficit of $1,751.00.  While giving’s are 
down this year so too are expenses however there are many expenses coming up in the remaining days of 
2021.  Please consider how you might help contribute so that we might break even for going into 2022. 
 
 
8. Pastors Comments 
 
The best word I can think of to describe the times we’re living in is Dichotomous - for both the world 
and for the church. The world is still going through trying times with COVID (over 19 months) —
 and YET there’s hope with vaccines and boosters. 

The world is facing challenges in terms of extreme views and the polarization created in politics. The 
middle ground is disappearing as fringe groups take up more space and volume — and YET some are still 
willing to stand up for the betterment of society, and the needs of the marginalized.  

Likewise, CHURCHES, including ours, are anxious about COVID and the necessary changes brought by 
it — YET churches are eager to see people return to worship in our buildings. We’re exhausted — YET 
happy to begin visiting friends again. 

The other side of this is that we’re eager for our church to ‘get back up and running’ — YET we’re absent 
the volunteers who are needed to step forward (some for the first time) to serve in ministry areas. We 
need to encourage one another in this area. 

We’re attracting new members and families - some through online youtube ministry - who are adding 
richness and vitality to our congregation — YET there’s also a reluctance, which can cause us to seek our 
own comfort, rather than to learn what others need for their confident welcome. This temptation limits 
growth in any church setting. 

I appreciate all our current volunteers in leadership and servant positions. And for our staff. Our online 
pre-taped services coming to a close, going to do live streaming beginning December 5.    Thank you, the 
team, John R, Iwan J., Samuel K, Camilo V, Niran O, along with others who have helped out: all the 
musicians and soloists - Heidi, Carmela, Hannah, The Attewells, Sandra.  

Beginning in Advent, and continuing once weekly video-devotionals emailed as well as available on 
Youtube. (thank you, John Riley) Please continue your prayers for all those who are suffering with loss: 
 Joy Colphon’s brother-in-law passed away from COVID in Jamaica, funeral last week, and Joy's 69-year-
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old nephew whose funeral will be this Wednesday.  Consuela F. is now in Woodhaven Long Term Care, 
after several hospital stays. Richard K's mother in Brampton Civic Hosp.  

Thank you for continuing the race and trusting that God will guide our efforts as we give him our very 
best in 2022.  

 
Closing Prayer Pastor Craig Rumble led us in a closing prayer.  
 
 
Other 
 
John Riley reported that two Air Scrubbers have been added to the furnaces to improve the air quality in 
the building. 
  
Fogging will continue as well.  

 
 
Alexandra Vega thanked Jean Braithwaite for setting up the Reservation System and also for her help with 
the website. 
 
She also shared there is an urgent need for volunteers to do the Sound and Slides each week. 
 
 

Closing Prayer Pastor Craig Rumble led us in a closing prayer 
 

MOTION  To adjourn this meeting. 
  
    Moved by:  John Riley 
 
 
 

MOTION CARRIED 
 
    Meeting adjourned at   8.55 pm. 
 
 
 
        
                                   

Signed by: ........................................................  ………………………………………. 
            Pat McGee, Chair                                           Marion Waldron, Scribe 


